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having frequently beaten her, either with his fist or with his
riding whip, when crazed with drink; and it is no secret
that she left him on three occasions with the avowed inten-
tion of securing a separation and even divorce, and was
only persuaded to return to her husband by the entreaties
of the old emperor.
Of course all this was a matter of court gossip at the
time, and three or four years ago the stories formerly current
concerning the father, who has been dead for more than a
decade, were revived with regard to his son, for no other
reason than that the prince had quite frequently rendered
himself subject to disciplinary measures by the kaiser. If
the latter has, however, ordered him to remain under ar-
rest in his palace at various times, it has not been as a pun-
ishment for having horsewhipped his wife when drunk, as
some foreign illustrated papers would have the world be-
lieve, but only because the prince had been guilty of some
neglect in military duty, or had disobeyed the wishes of the
emperor in connection with the management of his house-
hold.
Thus, some two or three winters ago, Princess Frederick-
Leopold was almost drowned while out skating near Pots-
dam ; she broke through the ice, was completely uncon-
scious when miraculously rescued by four peasants who
happened to be in the neighborhood, and was only
brought back to life with the utmost difficulty. The
emperor and empress were naturally much concerned and
distressed by this accident; but William's sympathy changed
into very serious anger when he learnt that the princess
had remained so long under the ice and had been depend-
ent on the courage and bravery of the peasants who rescued
her, only because neither her husband nor any of the gen-
tlemen of his household had been in attendance upon her.

